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1 . NIGERIAN EMBASSY DELIVERED ON JUNE 12 A LETTER PROM 
HEAD OP STATE OBASANJO TO PRESIDENT CARTER DATED JUNE 1. 
AN ANSWER IS BEING PREPARED AND WILL BE SENT BY 
SEPTEL. TEXT OP THE LETTER FOLLOWS: 

QUOTE: DEAR PRESIDENT CARTER, PURTHER TO MY LETTER OF 
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THE 20TH OF APRIL OF THIS YEAR, AND YOUR REPLY OF THE 
I8TH OF MAY WHICH I HAVE GREATLY APPRECIATED, I AM 
DELIGHTED THAT THE MOMENTUM THUS FAR ESTABLISHED IN OUR 
BILATERAL RELATIONS HAS BEEN MAINTAINED THROUGH THE USE- 
FUL MEETING OF OFFICIALS FROM OUR TWO COUNTRIES THAT TOOK 
PLACE RECENTLY IN THE UNITED STATES. 

THE PRIMARY PURPOSE OF THE PRESENT LETTER, HOWEVER, IS 
TO EXPRESS TO YOU OUR GRAVE CONCERN ABOUT THE EXTREMELY 
OMINOUS AND DISQUIETING DEVELOPMENTS ON THE AFRICAN 
CONTINENT AS A WHOLE SINCE YOUR LAST VISIT, ABOUT WHICH, 
FROM ALL INDICATIONS, YOU ARE EQUALLY CONCERNED. 

FIRST, WE SEEM NOWHERE NEARER A SOLUTION TO THE LONG- 
STANDING PROBLEMS OF INDEPENDENCE IN ZIMBABWE AND NAMIBIA 

AND, IN MY VIEW, TIME IS NOT ON OUR SIDE IF THE CONTINUING 
TRAGEDIES IN THE LOSS OF HUMAN LIVES AND THE MASSIVE 
DESTRUCTION OF PROPERTY MUST BE HALTED. IT SEEMS TO US 
IMPERATIVE, THEREFORE, THAT AMERICA'S POSITIVE ROLE IN 
THE TWO AREAS MENTIONED ABOVE SHOULD BE KEPT UP IF A 
DANGEROUS IMPASSE MUST BE AVOIDED, WITH ALL THE GENERAL- 
ISED DISILLUSIONMENT THAT WOULD THEN OCCUR. 

BUT WHAT IS PERHAPS EVEN MORE DISTURBING, HOWEVER, IS 
THAT THE SECURITY SITUATION IN AFRICA HAS SUDDENLY 
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TAKEN A TURN FOR THE WORSE IN THE LAST FEW MONTHS, AND 
WE IN AFRICA HAVE NOW BEGUN TO ASK OURSELVES WHETHER 
INTERESTS ALIEN TO THE CONTINENT HAVE NOW DECIDED ONCE 
AGAIN TO RE-COLONISE AFRICA. 

ARMED WITH YOUR VERY COMPREHENSIVE SOURCES OF INFORMA- 
TION AND WHEN YOU REFLECT DISPASSIONATELY OVER THE 
CURRENT EVENTS IN AFRICA: WHETHER IN WESTERN SAHARA, 
TCHAD, DJIBOUTI, OR ZAIRE, WHERE THE FRENCH LEGION 
ARE NOW ACTIVELY ENGAGED IN COMBAT ACTIVITIES; OR 
WHETHER IN ANGOLA OR IN ETHIOPIA WHERE CUBAN/RUSSIAN 
INTERVENTION IS EQUALLY CLEARLY IN EVIDENCE, - THE 
OVERALL PICTURE IS CERTAINLY MORE THAN ENOUGH CAUSE 
FOR ANXIETY. BUT THE MOST RECENT CASE OF ZAIRE IS 
PERHAPS THE MOST DISTURBING, CONSIDERING THE IMPETUOUS 
HASTE WITH WHICH THE WESTERN POWERS RUSHED TO INTERVENE 
MILITARILY AND TO UNDERSCORE AFRICA'S HELPLESSNESS, IN 
A SITUATION THAT CALLED FOR UTMOST CAUTION AND RESTRAINT. 
CONSEQUENTLY, THE RESULT AS WE NOW KNOW IT WAS AN 
ENORMOUS LOSS OF LIVES THAT COULD HAVE BEEN AVOIDED IF 
ONLY GOOD SENSE PREVAILED AND NEGOTIATIONS WERE EMPLOYED. 
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BUT MORE OMINOUS STIT T., YOUR EXCELLENCY, ARE THE RECENT 
MOVES IN PARIS AND ELSEWHERE, OF WHICH YOU ARE OE COURSE 
EULLY AWARE, TO EORGE NEW INSTRUMENTS AND DEVISE NEW 
METHODS EOR NAKED AGGRESSION, AND TO RE-COLONISE AFRICA, 
UNDER THE GUISE OE A COLLECTIVE SECURITY ARRANGEMENT 
EMBRACING A FEW HAND-PICKED COLLABORATORS ON THE AERICAN 
CONTINENT. WE ARE MOST DISTURBED BY THESE DEVELOPMENTS, 
AND BY ALL OTHER ATTEMPTS TO DESTABILISE AFRICA, BE THEY 
EROM THE EAST OR EROM THE WEST, BECAUSE AERICA'S GREATEST 
AMBITION IS TO BE LEET ALONE TO SETTLE HER OWN INTERNAL 
DISPUTES HER OWN WAY, AND TO DEVELOP HER NATURAL RESOURCES 
EOR THE WELL-BEING OE HER PEOPLES, OF COURSE WITH THE 
COOPERATION OF ALL WELL-MEANING AND GENUINE PARTNERS 
THE WORLD OVER. 
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THESE ARE CONTINENTAL AMBITIONS THAT WILL NEVER BE 
ACHIEVED IN THE PRESENT CIRCUMSTANCES, IF FORCES 
BEYOND THE CONTINENT SHOULD MAKE THE REALISATION OE 
OUR DREAMS A EUTILITY. WE WILL RESIST SUCH MOVES 
BY ALL MEANS. 

IT IS IMPORTANT TO REMARK HERE THAT MOST OE THE 
TEETHING PROBLEMS OF AFRICA THAT HAVE BEEN SO 
SERIOUSLY AGGRAVATED BY EOREIGN INTERVENTION ARE 
PRIMARILY OF A SOCIO-ECONOMIC CHARACTER, WHICH 
ARE BOUND TO DISAPPEAR WITH THE PASSAGE OF TIME. 

IT IS IN THESE AREAS THAT ASSISTANCE SHOULD BE 
GIVEN TO AERICA TO ENSURE STABILITY AND LASTING 
PEACE. 

I HAVE WRITTEN AT SUCH LENGTH AND IN SUCH DETAIL, 

IN ORDER THAT YOU MAY BE LEET IN NO DOUBT AT ALL 
ABOUT OUR DEEP CONCERN WITH THE CURRENT STATE OF 
AFFAIRS IN AFRICA, WITH PARTICULAR REFERENCE TO 
PEACE AND STABILITY, IN THE HOPE THAT YOU WILL 
DO ALL THAT LIES IN YOUR POWER TO STEM THE MENACING 
TIDE OF AFRICAN RE-COLONISATION UNDER THE GUISE 
OE COLLECTIVE DEEENSE EOR AFRICA. 

FOR THE REST, MR. PRESIDENT, PLEASE PERMIT ME TO 
EXPRESS TO YOU OUR VERY BEST WISHES EOR YOUR GOOD 
HEALTH, AND EOR THE PEACE, HAPPINESS AND CONTINUED 
PROSPERITY OE THE GOOD PEOPLE OF THE UNITED STATES 
OE AMERICA. 

YOUR MOST SINCERELY/LT-GENERAL OLUSEGUN OBASANJO 
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HIS EXCELLENCY, 

PRESIDENT JAMES EARL CARTER, 

PRESIDENT OE THE UNITED STATES OE AMERICA, 
THE WHITE HOUSE 
WASHINGTON, D.C., 

U.S.A. 

UNQUOTE. 

CHRISTOPHER 
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SUBJECT:OBASANJO LETTER TO PRESIDENT CARTER 

1 . NIGERIAN EMBASSY DELIVERED ON JUNE 12 A LETTER EROM 
HEAD OE STATE OBASANJO TO PRESIDENT CARTER DATED JUNE 1. 
AN ANSWER IS BEING PREPARED AND WILL BE SENT BY 
SEPTEL. TEXT OE THE LETTER FOLLOWS: 

CONEIDENTIAL 

CONEIDENTIAL 

PAGE 02 STATE 150263 


QUOTE: DEAR PRESIDENT CARTER, EURTHER TO MY LETTER OF 
THE 20TH OF APRIL OF THIS YEAR, AND YOUR REPLY OP THE 
I8TH OP MAY WHICH I HAVE GREATLY APPRECIATED, I AM 
DELIGHTED THAT THE MOMENTUM THUS PAR ESTABLISHED IN OUR 
BILATERAL RELATIONS HAS BEEN MAINTUINED THROUGH THE USE- 
PUL MEETING OF OFFICIALS FROM OUR TWO COUNTRIES THAT TOOK 
PLACE RECENTLY IN THE UNITED STATES. 

THE PRIMARY PURPOSE OF THE PRESENT LETTER, HOWEVER, IS 
TO EXPRESS TO YOU OUR GRAVE CONCERN ABOUT THE EXTREMELY 
OMINOUS AND DISQUIETING DEVELOPMENTS ON THE APRICAN 
CONTINENT AS A WHOLE SINCE YOUR LAST VISIT, ABOUT WHICH, 
FROM ALL INDICATIONS, YOU ARE EQUALLY CONCERNED. 

FIRST, WE SEEM NOWHERE NEARER A SOLUTION TO THE LONG- 
STANDING PROBLEMS OP INDEPENDENCE IN ZIMBABWE AND NAMIBIA 

AND, IN MY VIEW, TIME IS NOT ON OUR SIDE IP THE CONTINUING 
TRAGEDIES IN THE LOSS OP HUMAN LIVES AND THE MASSIVE 
DESTRUCTION OP PROPERTY MUST BE HALTED. IT SEEMS TO US 
IMPERATIVE, THEREPORE, THAT AMERICA'S POSITIVE ROLE IN 
THE TWO AREAS MENTIONED ABOVE SHOULD BE KEPT UP IF A 
DANGEROUS IMPASSE MUST BE AVOIDED, WITH ALL THE GENERAL- 
ISED DISILLUSIONMENT THAT WOULD THEN OCCUR. 

BUT WHAT IS PERHAPS EVEN MORE DISTURBING, HOWEVER, IS 
THAT THE SECURITY SITUATION IN AFRICA HAS SUDDENLY 
TAKEN A TURN FOR THE WORSE IN THE LAST FEW MONTHS, AND 
WE IN AFRICA HAVE NOW BEGUN TO ASK OURSELVES WHETHER 
INTERESTS ALIEN TO THE CONTINENT HAVE NOW DECIDED ONCE 
AGAIN TO RE-COLONISE AFRICA. 
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ARMED WITH YOUR VERY COMPREHENSIVE SOURCES OF INFORMA- 
TION AND WHEN YOU REFLECT DISPASSIONATELY OVER THE 
CURRENT EVENTS IN AFRICA: WHETHER IN WESTERN SAHARU, 

TCHAD, DJIBOUTI, OR ZAIRE, WHERE THE FRENCH LEGION 
ARE NOW ACTIVELY ENGAGED IN COMBAT ACTIVITIES; OR 
WHETHER IN ANGOLA OR IN ETHIOPIA WHERE CUBAN/RUSSIAN 
INTERVENTION IS EQUALLY CLEARLY IN EVIDENCE, - THE 
OVERALL PICTURE IS CERTAINLY MORE THAN ENOUGH CAUSE 
FOR ANXIETY. BUT THE MOST RECENT CASE OF ZAIRE IS 
PERHAPS THE MOST DISTURBING, CONSIDERING THE IMPETUOUS 
HASTE WITH WHICH THE WESTERN POWERS RUSHED TO INTERVENE 
MILITARILY AND TO UNDERSCORE AFRICA'S HELPLESSNESS, IN 
A SITUATION THAT CALLED FOR UTMOST CAUTION AND RESTRAINT. 
CONSEQUENTLY, THE RESULT AS WE NOW KNOW IT WAS AN 
ENORMOUS LOSS OF LIVES THAT COULD HAVE BEEN AVOIDED IF 
ONLY GOOD SENSE PREVAILED AND NEGOTIATIONS WERE EMPLOYED. 

BUT MORE OMINOUS STILL, YOUR EXCELLENCY, ARE THE RECENT 
MOVES IN PARIS AND ELSEWHERE, OF WHICH YOU ARE OF COURSE 
FULLY AWARE, TO FORGE NEW INSTRUMENTS AND DEVISE NEW 
METHODS FOR NAKED AGGRESSION, AND TO RE-COLONISE AFRICA, 
UNDER THE GUISE OF A COLLECTIVE SECURITY ARRANGEMENT 
EMBRACING A FEW HAND-PICKED COLLABORATORS ON THE AFRICAN 
CONTINENT. WE ARE MOST DISTURBED BY THESE DEVELOPMENTS, 
AND BY ALL OTHER ATTEMPTS TO DESTABILISE AFRICA, BE THEY 
FROM THE EAST OR FROM THE WEST, BECAUSE AFRICA'S GREATEST 
AMBITION IS TO BE LEFT ALONE TO SETTLE HER OWN INTERNAL 
DISPUTES HER OWN WAY, AND TO DEVELOP HER NATURAL RESOURCES 
FOR THE WELL-BEING OF HER PEOPLES, OF COURSE WITH THE 
COOPERATION OF ALL WELL-MEANING AND GENUINE PARTNERS 
THE WORLD OVER. 

THESE ARE CONTINENTAL AMBITIONS THAT WILL NEVER BE 
ACHIEVED IN THE PRESENT CIRCUMSTANCES, IF FORCES 
BEYOND THE CONTINENT SHOULD MAKE THE REALISATION OF 
OUR DREAMS A FUTILITY. WE WILL RESIST SUCH MOVES 
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BY ALL MEANS. 

IT IS IMPORTANT TO REMARK HERE THAT MOST OF THE 
TEETHING PROBLEMS OF AFRICA THAT HAVE BEEN SO 
SERIOUSLY AGGRAVATED BY FOREIGN INTERVENTION ARE 
PRIMARILY OF A SOCIO-ECONOMIC CHARACTER, WHICH 
ARE BOUND TO DISAPPEAR WITH THE PASSAGE OF TIME. 

IT IS IN THESE AREAS THAT ASSISTANCE SHOULD BE 
GIVEN TO AFRICA TO ENSURE STABILITY AND LASTING 
PEACE. 


Sheryl P. Walter Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 20 Mar 2014 



Sheryl P. Walter Declassifled/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 20 Mar 2014 


I HAVE WRITTEN AT SUCH LENGTH AND IN SUCH DETAIL, 

IN ORDER THAT YOU MAY BE LEFT IN NO DOUBT AT ALL 
ABOUT OUR DEEP CONCERN WITH THE CURRENT STATE OE 
AFEAIRS IN AFRICA, WITH PARTICULAR REFERENCE TO 
PEACE AND STABILITY, IN THE HOPE THAT YOU WILL 
DO ALL THAT LIES IN YOUR POWER TO STEM THE MENACING 
TIDE OF AFRICAN RE-COLONISATION UNDER THE GUISE 
OF COLLECTIVE DEFENSE FOR AFRICA. 

FOR THE REST, MR. PRESIDENT, PLEASE PERMIT ME TO 
EXPRESS TO YOU OUR VERY BEST WISHES FOR YOUR GOOD 
HEALTH, AND FOR THE PEACE, HAPPINESS UND CONTINUED 
PROSPERITY OF THE GOOD PEOPLE OF THE UNITED STATES 
OF AMERICA. 

YOUR MOST SINCERELY/LT-GENERAL OLUSEGUN OBASANJO 

HIS EXCELLENCY, 

PRESIDENT JAMES EARL CARTER, 

PRESIDENT OF THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA, 

THE WHITE HOUSE 
WASHINGTON, D.C., 
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